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Doc.  No,  191 

From  M. M. Litvinov1 s  Diary 


Extracts  from  the 

Record  of  the  Talk  vlth  Mr.  y, 
•lapanee  e_A=  "as  sad  or^ in .  Xcacjjv/  wo  f 


Igemitsu, 

July  33.  1933 


SHI3LMITSU:  On  July  11.  the  Soviet  troops  unexpectedly  occupied 
the  Chmig-ghu-Fong  district  west  of  Lake  Ghang-Ghi  ar.d  "began  to  fortify 
it.  In  view  of  this  Charge  d: Affaires  Nishl  made  a  protest  to  Mr.  Stom- 
onyakov  ar.d  demanded  that  an  immediate  evacuation  of  the  Soviet  troops 
from  that  district  he  effected.  Stooonyakov  doclared  the  protcot  ground¬ 
less  and  declined  it  on  the  basis  of  the  Khunchun  agreement  and  the  maps 
attachod  to  it. 

On  haring  studied  the  question  the  Imperial  Government  wired  me  and 
instructed  tb  state  the  following: 

According  to  the  data  founded  on  the  agreements  between  China  ar.d 
Russia,  the  border  is  established  in  this  rogion  ar.d  likewise  according 
to  the  data  of  the  Zarist  regime  which  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  Man¬ 
churian  Government  this  territory  belongs  to  Manchukuo.  Sosides,  in 
the  Khunchun  agreement  mentioned  by  Mr.  Stononyakov,  it  is  said,  that 
from  letter  "T"  the  frontier  line  runs  north-west,  follows  the  line  of 
the  mountains  on  the  vestcrn  side  of  Lake  Khassan,  and  reaches  the 
northern  end  of  the  s&r.dy  ridge,  etc. 

Therefore  it  is  clear  that  the  western  coast  of  Lake  Chang-Chi 
forms  the  bordefi. 

The  fact  that  the  Manchurian  population  have  their  religious  rites 
on  this  mountain  is  another  proof  of  this  area  being  Manchoukuo  possession. 

It  follows  from  the  above  that  there  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that  the 
territory  belongs  to  Manchoukuo  and  the  Jaoaneso  army  in  virtue  of  its 
obligations  to  Manchoukuo  might  take  measures  ensuing  from  these  obligations 

- X - 

LITVINf.V :  During  his  conversation  with  HI3HI.  STCMCNYAKOV  presented 
quite  official  documents,  i,e.f  the  Khunchun  Agreement  and  the  aape 
attached  to  it. 

The  frontier  ou  those  maps  is  dofined  quite  clearly,  and  th''  maps 
are  signed  by  che  Chinese  representatives.  8n  this  map  the  frontier  runs 
-west  of  Lake  Khassan,  which  you  call  Chang-Chi.  It  seer.s  to  me  that  the 
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presentation  of  these  documents  should  have  pmt  an  end  to  all  sorts  of 
talk  on  the  subject,  and  I  was  glad  to  learn  fr or  the  Ambassador  that 
the  Jrpanese-Manchurian  party  had  studied  uil  the  documents  and  I  ex¬ 
pected  to  learn  fr or:  him  that  the  Japanese- -Manchurian  party  had.  come  to 
tho  same,  i.e.,  the  only  possible  conclusion,  that  the  lake  and  the  ad¬ 
jacent  hills  belong  to  the  Soviet  Unjon-  Ur fortunately,  the  Japanese 
government  insists  upon  its  previrus  Incorrect  viewpoint.  The  Ambassador 
has  -ontiened  certain  data,  yet  ho  \  not  say  what  data  were  meant  by  him. 

He  has  mentioned  certain  religious  rite3  which  cannot  be  checked 
upon  by  anybody.  We  know  and  have  always  considered  the  hill  in  question 
to  be  on  the  Soviet  side  of  the  frontier.  Our  border  guards  always  dis¬ 
charged  thoir  duties  there.  Therefore  we  must  categorically  decline  every 
protest  and  de  and,  because  we  are  doaiir.g  with  the  Soviet  territory,  aid 
no  claims  on  it  of  another  power  are  acceptable, 

- X . — 

" . The  Ambassador  has  mentioned  certain  data,  that  are  at  the  disposal 

of  both  parties.  We  presented  our  data  to  the  Japanese  Embassy  repre¬ 
sented  by  NISKI .  I  am  ready  to  present  the.  also  to  the  Ambassadcr.  If 
the  Japanese  party  produce  their  data,  wo  are  willing  to  study  them,  but 
a-  far  we  have  only  heard  unfounded  state  ents  ar.d  groundless  demands. 

V 

- - 

IIMIGSMTSU:  My  opinion  is  that  the  Japanese  government  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  your  reply.  Firstly,  you  are  spoaking  about  the  rap  as 
serving  as  a  legal  basis  of  the  argument,  but  the  map,  which  Mr.  Stomonya- 
kov  showed  to  NISfil.  had  never  been  published,  and,  to  ny  mir.d,  at  this 
critical  moment  speaking  of  30.mo  rap  is  unreasonable.  This  will  only 
complicate  matters. 


X 


LITVI1ICV:  I  ::ust  say  J.  am  greatly  surprised  at  hearing  you,  an  old 
and  experienced  diplomat,  speaking  an  slightly  about  official  maps  and 
calling  them  ’’some  maps’’,.  You  must  Know  that  maps  are  the  only  moans  of 
establishing  frontiers. 

SHIG3MITSU: " . .  .Japan  has  the  rights  ar.d  obligations  to  Manchcukuo  to 
uso  force  ari  make  the  Soviet  troops  evacuate  from  the  territory’  of  Man- 
choukuo.  unlawfully  occupied  by  the... 


T.-J’/'.h-'I :  The  Ambassador  has  not  sari  anything  new.  The  only  new 
thing  was  that  ho  threatened  us  with  the  use  of  force.  The  Ambassador 
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evidently  considers  the  tactics  of  threats  a  sound  diplomatic  means. 
Unfortunately,  thero  is  quite  a  nutter  of  countries  that  are  susceptible 
to  being  frightened  and  threatened,  but  the  Ambassador  rust  know  that 
this  r.eans  cannot  be  successfully  uoed  in  Moscow. 


Signed:  LITVINOV 


The  copy  is  correct: 

Director  of  the  State  Central  Historic  Record  Office  of  the  US3R. 

Professor  V. Maksakov. 

- X - 

CERTIFICATE  OF  TRANSLATION  OF  EXCERPTS  OF  THE  ABOVE  DOCUMENT: 

I,  KAFLAN  V.,  hereby  certify  that  I  a:,  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  Russian  and  English  languages;  and  the  above  is  a  correct  and  true 
translation  of  the  indicated  excerpts  of  the  above  document. 

Signature :  /s/  V  .Karl an _ 

V . KAPLAN 
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evidently  considers  the  tactics  of  threats  a  sound  diploratic  rr.eans. 
Unfortunately,  there  Is  quite  a  number  of  countries  that  are  susceptible 
tc  being  frightened  and  threatened,  but  the  Ar.bassRdor  :  U6t  know  that 
this  -cans  cannot  be  successfully  used  in  Moscow. 


Signed:  LITVINOV 

The  copy  is  correct: 

Director  of  the  State  Central  Historic  Record  Office  of  the  USSR. 


Profossor  V. Maksakov. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  TRANSLATION  OF  EXCERPTS  07  THE  ABOVE  DOCUMENT : 

I,  KAPLAN  V.,  hereby  certify  that  I  a-:,  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  Russian  and  English  languages;  and  the  above  is  a  correct  and  true 
translation  of  the  indicated  excerpts  of  the  above  document. 

Signature:  /s/  V  .Kanban _ 

V. KAPLAN 
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certificate 

I,  Lt.  Colonel  TAB  A.  .7  NKQ  G.  L. ,  a  mr.ber 

of  tbc.  military  forces  of  t^e  U.S.S.R.,  do  Vereby  certify 
t>"o t  c xtraot  from  tVt  rccoid  of  tve  talk  of  Litvinov,  j*nd_ 

Svigcnltsu  on  July  20,  1938  in  I  os cow  concerning  tK  _ 

Kbr.ssrn  Lake  1  n  c  i di  nt ,  on  10  sv>-c  ts _ 

v:ns  delivered  to  r.c  by  tb.  Central  State  vis1;pr?-crl  hccordB 

Office  of  tV*.  Ut-S,5>h, _ on  or  about _ 13.il£r£b, _  1946, 

rnd  that  t^c  original  of  ti  e  said  document  nay  be  found  in 
tbe  Central  Strte  "Utcrlcal  records  office,  of  J^eJJSSR.  i£ 

I  do  flutter  certify _ _ 


/s/  TAIANLNKO 

it, . Cojl, je/.r/.nlTO__ _ 

(Signature  and  rr-nkTT 


Tokyo,  Japan 

June  24 _ ,  1946, 


Ml  a 
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